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MAHARASHTRA  ACT  No.  XI QF  lm1 
i[Thf.  Eradication  of  Unfair  Activities  at  Pandharpur  Tempi® 

(FOR  PROVIDING  BETTER  FACILITIES  FOR  WORSHIP  ACT,  1980]. 


This  Act  received  the  President’s  assent  on  the  19th  July  1980;  theassent  was  first  , - A 
published  in  the  MaharashtraGovernment  Gazette  on  the  19th  July  1980. 

An  Act  to  eradicate  certain  unfair  activities  at  Pandharpur  Temples  in  Maharashtra. 

WHEREAS,  complaints  were  received  by  the  State  Government  regading  mis- 
management of  Pandharpur  Temples  in  Solapur  District,  and  the  Pandharpur 
Mah  Temples  Act,  1973,  was,  therefore,  enacted,  inter-alia  for  acquisition  of  the  hereditary 
IX  of  rights  and  privileges  of  ministrants  and  priestly  classes  functioning  in  the  Pandharpur 
1974.  Temples  and  to  provide  for  better  administration  and  governance  of  these  Temples  ; 

AND  WHEREAS,  in  view  of  continuous  litigation  by  the  interested  parties,  it  has 
not  been  possible  to  bring  the  provisions  of  the  Act  into  force,  except  sections  1(2), 

21  to  31,  33,  34,  38  and  39  thereof  ; 

V \ " 

AND  WHEREAS,  it  appears  that  it  will  take  some  years  to  get  a final  decision 
of  the  Court  in  this  matter,  where  the  ' validity  of  the  Act  itself  has  also  been 
challenged  ; 

AND  WHEREAS,  complaints  have  been  received  by  Government  from  a large 
number  of  devotees  of  God  Vithoba  and  Goddess  Rukmini  visiting  the  Pandharpur  -» 
Temples  that  they  are  being  exploited  by  the  priests  at  the  Temples  by  demanding 
& unreasonable  dakshinas,  offerings,  donations,  gifts,  fees  or  other  charges  for  allowing 
them  to  enter  the -Temples  for  worshipping  or  for  performing  any  religious  service 
or  ceremonies  therein  and  on  failure  to  meet  thedemands  of  the  priests  the  devotees 

are  being  insulted,  abused  or  cursed  and  even  molested  physically  ; 

AND  WHEREAS,  on  account  of  the  aforementioned  activities  of  the  priests, 
there  has  been  great  unrest  and  discontent  amongst  the  millions  of  devotees  visiting 
the  Pandharpur  Temples  ; , * 

AND  WHEREAS,  for  these  reasons,  it  is  expedient  to  eradicate  the  afore- 
mentioned unfair  activities  of  the  priests  with  a view  to  averting  a serious  law  and 
order  situation  which  is  likely  to  arise  especially  during  the  ensuing  Ashadhi  fair  at 
Pandharpur;  It  is  hereby  enacted  in  the  Thirty-first  Year  of  the  Republic  of  India 
asfollows:-* 

1.  (/)  This  Act  maybe  called  the  Eradication  of  Unfair  Activities  at  Pandharpur  Short  tide 
Temples  (for  providing  better  fadlities  for,  worslupy  Act,  1980. 

(2)  It.  shall  come  into  force  at  once. 

. 2.  In  this  Act,  unless  the  context  otherwise  requires,—  Definitions, 

fa)  “Pandharpur  Temples”  means  the  Temples  as  defined  in  clause  («?)  of 

Mah.  section  2 of  the  Pandharpur  Temples  Act,  1973,  at  Pandharpur,  in  Solapur  District, 

DC  of  ini  the  State  of  Maharashtra  ; 

1974.  , ■ . . 

i for  segment  of  Objects  and  Reasons,  see  Maharashtra  Government  Gazette,  1980,  Part  V,  , 

p.  121. 
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(A)  words  and  exj 
ing  , respectively,  as: 

3.  Whoever— ' 

(a)  prevents  or  di 


3.  Whoever— 

for  prevent- 
ing or  (a)  prevents  or  d 
discouraging  1 for  worshipping  or 
pcr^^  mony  therein,  am  in 

entering  or  ( A } demands  or  i 

Worah*PPing  charge  whatsoever  fi 

Pandharpur  (c)  demands  or  ii 

Temples,  fee  or  other  charge 


entering  or  ( A } derrands  or  ii 

worahroing  charge  whatsoevc  r f r 

Pandharpur  (c)  demands  or  in 
Temples,  fee  or  other  charge 
or  ceremony  for  for 

{d)  insults,  annoy 
to  pay  or  to  agree  U 
him  to  pay  any  chan 
(c)  as  the  case  maj 

shall,  on  conviction,  b< 
\*  to  six  months?,  or  \vith  i 

Explanation.— For  tl 
ceremony  isx  performed 
behalf,  the  expression 
include  pestering,  denia 
or  he  proposes  to  make 
classes  o f ministrants  or 
demanding  or  soliciting 
value  at  different  stages  < 
Punishment  4.  Whoever  abets  ai 

abettoTw*tk  th®  .punishment  pr< 

OffenoBs  5.  Notwithstanding 
*973,  every  offence  und 
C08fUZ«1Mi  with  the  permission  of  t 
compounda- 
ble. 

Power  to  6.  (/)  The  State  Go: 
appoint  or  authorise  oi 
penons  foj  enforcement  of  this  Act 
proper  deem  fit. 

CnfOTQf>St  (2)  Subject  to  the  sup 
* and  the  District  Magist 
general  supervision  ove 
any  of  the  Pandharpur 
of  any  of  the  provisions  ( 
vention  and,  in  suitable 
contravention  of  any  pro 

(3)  The  State  Govenu 
the  persons  appointed  or 
of  any  police  officers,  as  i 
# imposed  on  them  under 

Provided  that,  the  \ 
conferred  on  any  person, 


no/  Unfair  Activities  at  Pandharpur  Temples  [1980  : Mah.  XI 
riding  better  facilities  for  worship)  Act,.  1980' 

sessions  used  in  this  Act,  but  not  defined,  shall  have  the  mean- 
signed  to  them  in  the  Pandharpur Temples  Act,  1973.  Mah 

JX  of 
1974. 

scourages  any  person  from  entering  the  Pandharpur  Temples 
offering  prayers  or  performing  any  religious  service  or  cere- . 

S the  period  the  temple  is  open  to  the  visitors  ; 

ssists  for  any  dakshitta,  offering,  donation,  gift,  fee  or  other 
om  any  such  person  for  darshan  <jr  padsparsha  of  the  deity; 

sists  for  any  unreasonable  dakshina,  offering,  donation,  gift, 
from  any  such  person  for  performing  any  religious  service 
l or  on  his  behalf  ; 

abuses,  molests  or  injures  any  such  person  for  hesitating 
* pay  or  for  refusing  to  pay  or  with  the  intention  to  force.  ' 
;cs  under  clause  (b)  or  any  unreasonable  charges  under  clause 
be, 

s punished  with  imprisonment  for  a term  which  may  extend 
ine  which  may  extend  to  five  hundred  rupees,  or  with  both. 

ie  purposes  of  this  section,  when  any  religious  service  or 
or  is  proposed  to  be  performed  for  any  person  or  on  his 
“demanding  or  insisting  for  unreasonable  charges”  shall 
tding  or  soliciting  that  person,  when  he  has  made  his  offering 
his  offering,  to  make  offering  of  (he  same  value  for  different 
priests  or,  without  settling  the  charges  before  hand,  pestering, 
him  to  make  separate  offerings  of  the  same  or  different 
>f  the  same  service  or  ceremony.  / 

jy  offence  under  this  Act,  shall,  on  conviction,  be  punished 
>vided  for  the  offence,  I 

.S. 

anything  contained  in  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure, 
er  this  Act  shall  be  cognizable  and  every  such  offence  may*  2 of 
lie  Court,  be  compounded.  1974. 


remment  or  the  District  Magistrate  may,  from  time  to  time, 
ie  or  more  officers,  wardens  arnj  other  persons  for  proper 
and  give  them  such  designations  and  duties  as  it  or  he  may 

irintendence,  direction  and  control  of  the  State  Government 
rate,  the  persons  so  appointed  dr  authorised  shall  exercise 
* persons  visiting,  and  those  rendering  any  services  in. 
Temples,  with  a view  to  see  that  there  is  no  contravention 
>f  this  Act  and  to  take  necessary  steps  to  prevent  such  contra- 
cases,  to  initiate  and  supervise  prosecution  proceedings  for 
visions  of  this  Act.  " . ; 

nent  may,  by  notification  in  the  Official  Gazette,  confer  on 
authorised  under  this  section,  such  powers,  including  those 
t may  deem  necessary  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  the  duties 
this  Act  : • ‘ | . . , . 

dwer  to  arrest  any  person  without  warrar.  ot  be 

who  is  nof  a Go-  ernrueut  servant. 
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7/  All  persons  appomU;d  m authorised  under  this  Act  &haii  be  dec  me; 
public  servants  within  the  ftrcaning  of  section  2i  oi  the  Indian  Penal  Code. 

...■*■  . ■ - . ■ 
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x}t  Persons 
"appointed 
or  authorised 
undo*  Act 
to  be 
public 
servants.  , 


8.  No  suit,  prosecution  or  other  legal  proceeding  shall  he  against  the  State  CKyve,ri- 
ment,  the  District  Magistrate  or  any  person  appointed  or  authorised  under  mis- Act  takenip 
for  anything  which  is  in  geed  faith  done  or  intended  to  be  done  by  any  of  them  utiuer  good  faith, 
this  Act  i 


9.  The  pro  visions  of  this  Act  shall  have  effect  notwithstanding  anything  mcort- 
sistent  therewith  contained  in  any  other  law  for  the  time  being  in  force,  or  any  custom  Act 
or  usage  or  any  instrument  having  effect  by  virtue  of  any  such  law  or  any  judgement, 
decree  or  order  of  any  Court  or  other  authority* 


